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TechnoBiz is organizing the 5  Edition of Rubber Week 2026 in Vienna, Austria, from 9–13 June
2026 at Flemings Hotel Wien Stadthalle. This event is positioned as an important meeting point
for the European rubber industry, addressing the latest developments in applied rubber science,
technology, and industry. Designed for industry professionals, decision-makers, and researchers,
Rubber Week 2026 will feature specialized conferences and focused training programs, offering
practical insights, knowledge exchange, and opportunities for collaboration across the European
rubber ecosystem.

th

9 June 2026 | Tuesday | 9am-5pm
Designing Industrial Rubber Compounds: 
From Fundamentals to AI-Driven Optimization
TechnoBiz Training Program | Instructor - Dr. Hans-Joachim Graf

10 June 2026 | Wednesday | 9am-5pm
Rubber Recycling, Devulcanization & Circularity 2026
TechnoBiz Conference on Rubber Recycling , Devulcanization and
Circularity

11 June 2026 | Thursday | 9am-5pm
Sustainable Rubber Compounding and Leadership 2026 
TechnoBiz Conference on 
Sustainable & Bio-Based Materials and Rubber Compounding

12 June 2026 | Friday | 9am-5pm
Rubber Industry Automation & Digitalization 2026
TechnoBiz Conference on Rubber Industry Automation. 
Digitalization & Smart Manufacturing

13 June 2026 | Saturday | 9am-1pm
MAPLAN Factory Visit
A TechnoBiz TechnoTour
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Dr. Gerard Nijman Michael Clayton Prof. Ulrich Giese Dr. Matthew Thornton Dr. Hans-Joachim Graf

Prof. Ivan Chodak Dr. Rok Prebil Dr. Christos Georgantopoulos Dr. Markus Hesse Khaled Boqaileh

Dr. Maurício Azevedo Margarete Hufnagl Dr. Jiří Brejcha Robert Weibold Eleonora Bader
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Nils Hendrik Kröger Prof. Dongmei Yue Dr. Matthias Meyer Michael Drach Dr. Fabio Bacchelli

Dr. Christopher  RobertsonDr. Dirk BalkenendeDr. Andreas BischoffDr. Thomas Frueh Nour Al Bakour

Shweta SrikanthTimo GebauerLuca MariuzzoWolfgang Meyer Dr. Francesco Romani



Program Content
Engineering-driven compound development beyond recipes
Optimized selection of polymers, fillers, and cure systems
Designing for performance, cost, and processability
Enhancing mixing, extrusion, and molding efficiency
Ensuring smooth lab-to-production scale-up
Using data and AI for faster optimization

Training Participants will
receive “Graf
Compounder” Soft
Program as part of
registration fee.

Speaker 
Dr. Hans-Joachim Graf
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Training CourseTraining CourseTraining Course :  :  : Designing IndustrialDesigning IndustrialDesigning Industrial
Rubber Compounds:Rubber Compounds:Rubber Compounds:      From FundamentalsFrom FundamentalsFrom Fundamentals
to AI-Driven Optimizationto AI-Driven Optimizationto AI-Driven Optimization   
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Training Course : Designing Industrial
Rubber Compounds:  From Fundamentals
to AI-Driven Optimization 
9 June 2026, Flemings Hotel Wien Stadthalle D
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Complimentary TechnoBiz HandBooksComplimentary TechnoBiz HandBooksComplimentary TechnoBiz HandBooksComplimentary TechnoBiz HandBooks

These two E-Handbooks
are available for

participants of Rubber
Week 2026 Vienna as

complimentary resources.



09:00-09:10 Welcome Remarks & Program Introduction

09:10-09:40

Keynote Speech: Devulcanized Rubber : Characterization, Blending Strategies,
and Performance in Rubber Compounds 
Prof. Ivan Chodak, Department of Composite Materials, Polymer Institute of the
Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava, Slovekia

09:40-10:10 Trends in European Devulcanization Industry 
Robert Weibold, Managing Director, Robert Weibold GmbH, Austria

10:10-10:40 Leading Innovation and R&D in Rubber Industry
Dr. Matthew Thornton, Co-Founder, The Rubber Initiative®

10:40-11:00 Coffee/Tea - Networking Break

11:00-11:30 Rheological In Situ Analysis of SBR Devulcanization Using Diphenyl Disulfide |
Michael Drach, Head Of Development, Gerlach Maschinenbau GmbH, Germany

11:30-12:00 Forming Bonds: Rubber Leadership, Accelerated by AI
Michael Clayton, Co-Founder, The Rubber Initiative®

12:00-12:30

TechnoBiz RoundTable Discussion
Circular Economy & Sustainability in the Rubber Industry: Reality, Cost Burden, or
Business Opportunity?
Who Should Pay for Circularity?
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Rubber Recycling, 
Devulcanization & Circularity 2026
10 June 2026, Flemings Hotel Wien Stadthalle D

A
Y 

- 
2

D
A

Y 
- 

2
D

A
Y 

- 
2

D
A

Y 
- 

2



12:30-13:30 Lunch

13:30-14:00 From Circular Integration to Scale: Turning Rubber Waste into Real-World
Performance | Shweta Srikanth, Chief Circularity Officer, Ecore International, 

14:00-14:30
Ultrahigh-Strength, Reprocessable, and Recyclable HXNBR/ZIF-67 Rubber
Nanocomposites via Dynamic Interfacial Bonding
Prof. Dongmei Yue, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, China

14:30-15:00 Why Most Circular Rubber Material Innovations Fail to Scale — and How to Fix
It | Gennaro della Vecchia, Rubber Industry Consultant

15:00-15:30 Coffee / Tea - Networking Break

15:30-16:15 Trends in Rubber & Tyre Recycling in Asia : Challenges and Business
Opportunities | Peram Prasada Rao, CEO, TechnoBiz

16:15-17:15

TechnoBiz RoundTable Discussion: 
Mechanical Recycling vs Devulcanization vs Chemical Recycling: Which Path
Will Win?
Can Circularity Become a Competitive Advantage for Rubber Companies?
What Kind of Policies Are Needed to Accelerate Circular Rubber Economy?
Should Governments Mandate Minimum Recycled Content in Rubber
Products?

A TechnoBiz Executive Forum on Rubber Science, Technology & IndustryA TechnoBiz Executive Forum on Rubber Science, Technology & Industry
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Rubber Recycling, 
Devulcanization & Circularity 2026
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09:00-09:10 Welcome Remarks & Program Introduction

09:10-09:50 Keynote Speech: Global Trends in Bio-based and Renewable Raw Materials for
Rubber Compounds  | Prof. Ulrich Giese, Director, German Institute of Rubber Tech. 

09:50-10:20
Bio-Based Processing Additives in Rubber Compounding: Enhancing Process
Efficiency & Sustainability | Eleonora Bader, Rubber Business Unit Manager, DOG
Deutsche Oelfabrik

10:20-10:40 Slovenian Rubber Industry & Innovation Ecosystem
Dr. Rok Prebil, Founder & Managing Director, ElastoNova, Slovenia

10:40-10:55 Coffee/Tea - Networking Break

10:55-11:20
Functional Mineral Filler able to Partially Reduce Carbon Black in Technical Rubber
Goods | Dr. Christos Georgantopoulos, Technical Service Manager - Polymers, Omya
International AG, Switzerland

11:20-11:45 Development of PFAS-Free Rubber Compounds for High-Performance Applications
| Dr. Dirk Balkenende, R&D Head, ERIKS Sealing & Polymer Europe

11:45-12:10 Strategies for Sustainable Tyre, Materials Development and Compounding
Approach | Dr. Francesco Romani, Head of Materials Management, Pirelli Tyre S.p.A.

12:10-12:35 Czech Rubber Industry: Current Trends in Markets, Technology and Innovations |
Dr. Jiří Brejcha, Principal Consultant, Brejcha Rubber Consulting
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12:35-13:30 Lunch Break

13:30-13:55 AI in Rubber Compounding - From Database prediction to Industrial Formulations 
Dr. Hans-Joachim Graf, HJG Consulting, Germany

13:55-14:20 Impact of Polymer Chain Architecture on Rubber Compounding and Processing 
Dr. Fabio Bacchelli, Head- Global Technical Support, Versalis SpA, Italy

14:20-14:45 Key Milestones That Shaped Modern Rubber Product Development 
Dr. Thomas Frueh, Senior Expert in Polymer Materials, & Rubber Tech, Germany

14:45-15:10 Latest Trends in Rubber Process Oils for Performance, Processing, Compliance and
Sustainability | Dr. Matthias Meyer, Market Dev. Manager – Tyre & Rubber, H&R Group

15:10-15:30 Coffee/Tea - Networking Break

15:30-16:00 When Materials Get Unusual: Innovations in Elastomers for Specific Applications 
Dr. Andreas Bischoff, Senior Expert in Rubber Technology, Germany

16:00-16:30
Applications of Dynamic Mechanical Analysis and Rheology in Rubber
Compounding: Linking Materials to Performance 
Dr. Christopher Robertson, Principal Consultant, Polymer Technology Services, USA

16:30-17:30

TechnoBiz RoundTable Discussion
Future of Bio-Based and Renewable Raw Materials in Rubber Compounds
PFAS-Free Rubber Compounds: Challenges and Opportunities
Can Sustainable Rubber Compounding Become Commercially Competitive
Without Compromising Performance?
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09:00-09:15 Welcome Remarks & Program Introduction

09:15-09:45
Preparing Your Rubber Lab for Industry 4.0: Automation, Clean Data, and AI
in Material Development 
Khaled Boqaileh, CEO, LabsCubed Inc., Canada

09:45-10:30 Keynote Speech: Latest Trends in Rubber Injection Molding 
Wolfgang Meyer, CEO, MAPLAN Austria

10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea - Networking Break

11:00-11:30
“Inline Process Monitoring” a Data-driven Process Control in Rubber
Mixing, Benchmarking, and Deviation Analysis 
Dr. Markus Hesse, Head of R&D and Process Engg. HF Mixing Group, Germany

11:30-12:00
From Data to Decisions: How AI and Digital Twins Are Transforming Rubber
Manufacturing 
Nils Hendrik Kröger, Founder & CEO, material prediction GmbH, Germany

12:00-12:30 Precision Dosing in Rubber Mixing Plant: Driving Quality & Sustainability 
Luca Mariuzzo, Sales Director, Lawer SpA, Italy

12:30-13:30 Lunch Break
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Rubber IndustryRubber IndustryRubber Industry   
Automation & Digitalization 2026Automation & Digitalization 2026Automation & Digitalization 2026
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13:30-14:00

Predicting Rubber Part Quality Beyond the Degree of Cure: Modelling
Approaches Incorporating Processing History 
Dr. Maurício Azevedo, Head of Research Group (Elastomer Technologies), Polymer
Competence Center Leoben GmbH, Austria)

14:00-14:30 

Understanding Shrinkage Behavior Through Cavity Pressure in Rubber
Injection Molding 
Margarete Hufnagl, Researcher (Elastomer Technologies), Polymer Competence
Center Leoben GmbH, Austria)

14:30-15:00
From Trial and Error to Simulation-Driven Development in Elastomer
Processing 
Timo Gebauer, CTO, SIGMA Engineering GmbH, Germany

15:00-15:30 Coffee/Tea - Networking Break

15:30-16:00
Gen AI for Rubber Compound Development, From Scattered Data to Faster
Formulation Decisions 
Nour Al Bakour, Co-Founder, RubberFEX, Germany

16:00-17:00

TechnoBiz RoundTable Discussion
How AI and Digitalization Are Transforming the Rubber Industry
Can Smart Factories Improve Productivity Without Increasing Complexity?
Digital Twins in Rubber Manufacturing: Hype or Real Industrial Value?
How Can SMEs Start Their Digitalization Journey with Limited Investment?
Cybersecurity and Data Protection Challenges in Smart Rubber Factories
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All registered delegates of Rubber Week 2026 Vienna are
invited to join the TechnoTour to the MAPLAN factory on 13
June 2026. MAPLAN, with nearly 50 years of expertise, is a
globally recognized manufacturer of elastomer injection
molding machines and complete automation solutions for
rubber and silicone products. The company is known for its
advanced, energy-efficient technologies, strong focus on
lean production, and high standards in quality, efficiency, and
digitalized manufacturing. Its Kottingbrunn facility also
reflects a strong commitment to sustainability, making it a
benchmark for modern, future-ready rubber manufacturing.

TechnoBiz TechnoTourTechnoBiz TechnoTourTechnoBiz TechnoTour      
MAPLAN Factory VisitMAPLAN Factory VisitMAPLAN Factory Visit
TechnoBiz TechnoTour  
MAPLAN Factory Visit

D
A

Y 
- 

5
D

A
Y 

- 
5

D
A

Y 
- 

5
D

A
Y 

- 
5

13 June 2026 



Remarks: 
Registration Fee includes lunch and refreshments for in-person participants. Group discounts are
available for minimum of 3 delegates for the same program. The above price is applicable for in-
person participation. Please scan QR code for online participation fee structure.

Program Name Registration Fee/Person

Designing Industrial Rubber Compounds: 
From Fundamentals to AI-Driven Optimization € 600

Rubber Recycling, Devulcanization & Circularity 2026 € 400

Sustainable Rubber Compounding and Leadership 2026 € 400

Rubber Industry Automation & Digitalization 2026 € 400

Full Conference Program (10-12 June 2026) € 1000

https://events.technobiz.org
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Delegate Registration Fee & Registration FormDelegate Registration Fee & Registration Form

Conference Registration Training Registration



https://events.technobiz.org

Corporate Sponsor: € 3000 
Table Top Booth at the Venue 
2 Complimentary Entry Passes (4-Day) 
Recognition as Corporate Sponsor in Publicity Materials 
25% Discount on Additional Passes 

Supporter : € 2000 
1 Complimentary Entry Pass (4-Day) 
Brochure Display at Brochure Display Table 
Recognition as Supporter in Publicity Materials 
15% Discount on Additional Passes 

SPONSORSHIPSPONSORSHIP

EVENT VENUEEVENT VENUE

Flemings Hotel Wien-Stadthalle 
Neubaugürtel 26-28 1070 Wien
Austria

CONTACT PERSONSCONTACT PERSONS

Dr. Hans-Joachim Graf, HJG Consulting 
Email: graf.hans-joachim@t-online.de 
Tel: +49 1512 0006394 

Peram Prasada Rao, TechnoBiz 
Email 1: peram@technobiz.org
Email 2: peram.technobiz@gmail.com 
Tel: +66-89-489 0525 

Michael Clayton, The Rubber Initiative
Email: michael@therubberinitiative.com

®

Sponsorship Registration
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